FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE…

March 31, 2017

Hill City Elementary Assistant Principal Goes Back to High School
www.pickenscountyschools.org

Jasper, Georgia — The Pickens County School District is
pleased to announce the appointment of Mr. Chris Wallace
as Principal of Pickens High School, effective this summer.
Mr. Wallace has served the district since 2008, most recently
as Assistant Principal at Hill City Elementary. Prior to his
current position, he served as Assistant Principal and
Director of Career, Technical and Agriculture Education
(CTAE) at Pickens High School.
Mr. Wallace earned the Education Specialist Degree in
Curriculum and Instruction from Lincoln Memorial University,
a Masters Degree in Technology Education from Lesley
University, and a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business
Administration from Reinhardt University. He is a graduate of
PHS Class of 1996. He and his wife, Lynda, reside in Jasper.
There were 20 applications received for the position in February. Results from a March online survey for
stakeholders and students were used to determine screening criteria and interview questions.
A screening committee, consisting of four members from the School Advisory Committee (SAC) at PHS,
selected six applicants deemed to be the most qualified. A committee consisting of four different members
of the SAC then interviewed the six candidates. The interview committee selected four of the six as
finalists for a second interview conducted by Interim Superintendent Dr. Charles Webb, who
recommended Mr. Wallace to the Board of Education for the position. In a called meeting Thursday
afternoon, the Board unanimously approved the personnel decision to name Mr. Wallace as the new
principal. He accepted the position Thursday night.
“The online survey indicated that stability should be the primary professional characteristic in selecting a
new high school principal,” said Dr. Webb. “For most of his life, Chris Wallace has lived here. For the past
several years, he has devoted himself to teaching the children of Pickens County and leading other school
employees within the district.”
“His background and training in curriculum and instruction in both academics and career education
provide a balance that should prove beneficial to all students at PHS,” added Webb. “Having served as an
Assistant Principal at both the high school and elementary levels gives him a unique perspective of the full
learning spectrum that few leaders in education possess. He is a proven leader with the training,
experience, vision and loyalty that our high school and community needs at this time.”
“I feel blessed, and truly honored to be given the opportunity lead Pickens High School. I look forward to
working alongside all stakeholders to effectively prepare the next generation of Dragons for their future
endeavors,” stated Chris Wallace.
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Dr. Chad Flatt has been serving as Interim Principal at PHS and will continue to do so during a transition
period beginning within the next few weeks, according to Webb. He will then return to his former position
as Assistant Principal this summer. “When called upon by the Board beginning in January, Dr. Flatt
stepped forward to provide leadership when it was most needed,” said Webb. “He has a bright future in
this school system, and we will always be grateful to him. We also appreciate the sacrifices made by his
family as well as the support and teamwork of the faculty and staff at PHS during these challenging times.
With his help, we can expect a smooth transition for Mr. Wallace over the next few months.”
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